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The DCDD Board members prepare briefs about topics of interest for 
our members. As a DCDD member, you are receiving this brief on the 
topic of resources for professionals who work with students who have 
communication disorders and/or who are deaf or hard of hearing. We 
appreciate your continued membership with DCDD! Please feel free to 
discuss this article on DCDD Linkedin or Twitter. 
 
The holidays are upon us. They bring demands to create happy 
memories, and to maintain the safe comfortable environment that the 
children in our caseloads require.  For most typical children the coming 
holidays command excitement and the differences in routines are 
something to forward to.  As teachers of children with exceptionalities, 
we are aware that this is not always the case for the children with whom 
we work.  Changes to daily routines may cause frustration and angst. 
 
The challenge is to prepare the children in our classrooms for the 
changes in day to day activities in an inclusive way.  Some suggestions 
are to practice and prepare before the events.  This means “talk” about 
the winter concert and demonstrate what will occur.  Take a fieldtrip to 
the auditorium.  Practice lining up, filing in, sitting in the seats, listening, 
and clapping etc.  Prepare the children in advance by reminding them of 
the change in daily schedule.  Create social stories to demonstrate how 
to respond to the activity. Use visual schedules to depict the changes in 
routines. Provide reminders in the hours and minutes leading up to the 
event.  Use various signals such as visual schedules, blinking lights, oral 
or signed messages.   
 
These links provide additional suggestions and ideas for use by parents 
and teachers. 
 



http://www.autism.org.uk/about/strategies/social-stories-comic-
strips/how-to-write.aspx 
 
http://www.friendshipcircle.org/blog/2013/02/11/12-computer-
programs-websites-and-apps-for-making-social-stories/ 
 
http://www.sheknows.com/parenting/articles/974941/dont-let-special-
needs-diminish-halloween-fun 
 
 


